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3n Scp;. 24. 19f>1. the Prcsidcnl'i 
mniisiion on Ihc Assassination 
President John F. Kennedy rc- 
ricd 1« the world that It had 
>ccrlainipd the truth.” 

Said lh| Commi.s,don; “■n>c shots 
lich killed President Kennedy 
id wounded Governor Connilly 
:re fired by Lee Harvey Osw ald.**^ 
This * report. Issued uitaT~tl^ 
mprimatur ol Chief Justice Earl 
.Varren and six oilier distinguished 
\mericans. is now under attack by 
scholars and writers who believe 
the Commission's findings are 
marred by conietiurc and by in- 
consistencies wiiich. the Commission 
was unable to resolve. 

They have unearthed, tor, 

five-volume report from 
tihe Federal Burc.iu of Invcslifiation. 
dated Dec 9. 1»M. that contains 
a 'Tindins'* which — had it been 
true— would almost certainly have 



— . .. l.mvfrs~_Comme i|t _ . 

worl cr who now opcrMejJjmult^ “OpinimTs differ.- Epstein 
f^TS^slein U a pKTJTcandidatc lo ,hai the Cnm- 

ii Harvard mission actually did. Joseph 

rnslein^ booV--wrillcnasamas- Ball (one of the Commis- 
I i^is at Cornell— carries an ,ion's staff lawyers) eom- 
bv the New Yorker mented that the Comimir 
introdurtio J. correspond- sion "had no Idea of what 

tnaparmes - writes: was liappeninp; w* did all 

cni. Richard Ro ® u ihe Invest icatinc. lined up 

“NolhinC Wr- Lp. that the witnesses, solved the 

quite so shocking . . problems and wrote the Be- 

InVCSli^ ' ■ ■* - w* /wiw. 
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Tairied out hy men who 
could not Hive 
tenlion to It and 
cause of their own needs 
“n7.1ro because of wrtam 

political circumstances wc^e 

in a desperate huny to c«t 
it over with . . 
the Warren Commission 
i>ort was issued, the 
can press should hav-c 

t sun to do what Mr 

has done; it should have 
cast a vco' eool eye on the 
Ileport and aoupht to J^r* 
(rom those who picpared it 
how It was prepared 

Weisherfi eharces: -The 
superficial and nr.malore 



Iic-would almost certainly have j ,hich the Report 

d to the conclusion that Oswald <,„,s ,iih the 
,d an accoi^phrc in the assassina- » , conspiracy or oi a 



"This “findipg” which now appears 
IV have b ccii| completely cr/oi\c?us_ 
a'as t he pr oduct of an Imouljivc 

rejSorT^ i'PI aP'nts aT^ liours 

ifler the President was kiUed At- 
though it wit apparently based on 
little more than hearsay, it found 
its way inloflhc Dec. 9 docurnenb 
It has given ammunition to the 
Commission's critics and contributed 
to a serious disagreement williin 
the Commission itself over the man- 
ner In which Gov. Connally^was 
wouhil Elf and over the ultimate ex- 
planation given by ihc^mmission 
of the events of Nov. 22. 

For these reasons and olher., 
crave doubts about the comi>etcncc 
of the Commission's work arc raise 

in two now books on the assas^ 



quest." by Edward J^v Eps ei i i,v,ssioiiri> " h iiu. 

w-«ivh»re is a former q.ovcrnmcnl \ ,c$Umon.v. and the 

' .verage Commissioner heard 



a conspiracy or of a dit* 

, frrcnl assassin is only one 
1 of the ways in which the 
\ Commission may have erip- 
: pled itself." 
i The Epstein book, based 
1 In large part on Iniorv^cwt 
Mith memtvers of the Cone 
mission and Ms staff, gives 

• picture of the - -iR 

tinn at sharp variance ® 

the common conception ofX*’ 
how U was conHucied. 

• U reveals that no smsle 
meinhrr of the Commission 
heard all the testimony and 

• Svat -most of U.c Commii- 
'■ sionert were prescnl « 

Jonty a minor P"rtion of the 
'hearings Scnaior (RivhaitO 
V Russell (U Ca.l who 
1 the fewest, heard only about 

6 per cent of the teslimony; 
■whereas Allen Dulles, who 
iallended the largest "umber 
I of hearings, heard about 91 
l,n.r cent. Only Ibrov Com- 
I missioners heard 



port.* Wesley Liebeler (an- 
other Commis-vlod lawyer) ^ 
when asked what the Com- } 
mission did. replied, *lo one 
word, nothing.*" 

(Others eonneelcd with 
the inveslicalion dispute 
these harsh fudgmenla. 
“The Commissioners,” said 
one staff lawyer, “conlrib- 
uled signifieanlly to the 
final Beporl.**) 

The actual worlt of »• 
Commission fell, in any 
evcnU_on a fe w; younge r 
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tmcvs. Oi yi‘y- 
- re'aUa to 'oi* 
ae to me lob. Many of the 
.incnt private lawycra 
.lufihl in to help continued 
o,r private 

livitics and cave liUle 
ne to the Inquiry. 

Among the working alaff. 
vstcin reveals, tliore were 
uer disagreements about 
, o' credibility of witnesses, 

,out the quality of the evi- 
nce compiled by Oovern- 
enl agencies, and about 
,e ultimate wording and 
jnclusions of the Report. 

Ufa Unpublished Report 
perhaps the greateat 
otirce of controverss’ and 
oubt over the integrity of 
ne Report^t least in the 
ninds of Epst'-in and Weis- 
, erg— was the unpublished 
r BI document, which is now 
,n the National Archives. 

It stales categorically that 
“medical examination of the 
n-esidenfs body revealed 
ihat ono' of the bullets had 

entered lust bolow, 

shoulder to the right of the 
spinal column at an an}!tf of 
45 to 60 degrees downward, 
that there was no joi nt of 
exTCa'inJmal the bidiet was 

not injhe body.” 

This statement l^o d wl 
ciSrraTfiricTion to the oinciat 
' autopsy report from the Be- 
\ ihesda Naval Hospital, writ- 
ten, the Ust week in Novem- 
ber, that the bullet whieh 
struck the President in the 
lower neck passed through 
his bodv and came out his 
throat. The autopsy report 

**“The missile eonluscd the 
strap muscle of the right 
side of the neck, damaged 
the trachea (windpipe) and 
made lU exit through the 
anterior (front) surface of 
the neck." 

The discrepancy between 
the FBI report and the 
autopsy report is crucial, for 
the Commission s conclusion 
that Oswald acted alone Is , 
right only if Oie autopsy , 
port is righl. and wrong if { 
the FBI report is right. ,t 
-^If a bullet did not pass 1 
through President Ken- 1 
ned\-*s neck and cause Go\^ 1 
Onnally’s \iqunds. a second 
assassin musi have been in 
, voiced. 

I This is so borausc film.s , 
the assassination proved ^ 
conclusively that Mr. Ken- 
nedy and Mr. Connally wore 
wounded within a period of 
one-haU second, at the mini- 
mum. and less than two 
seconds at the maximum. 

\ It was physically Impos- 
Ifible for a sniper to f'r/ **® 




th e iTiI * al< ^ used. T hus. 
eitlierMi. Kenney and Mr. 
Connally were struck by the 
same bullet or two men fired 
two nearly almullancous 
bullets. 

Both Epstein and Welsbcrg 
argue that the first possihil- 
Ry — two wounds from a sin- 
gle shot— is disproved by 
the evidence llself and that 
a second assassin was In- 
volved who remains free. 

Independent study of the 
I. evidence docs not neces.sar- 
ily lead to (he same con- 
clusion. although there it 
substantial testimony other 
.than the FBI report that 
raises grave questions about 
the manner in which Cov. 
Connally was wounded. 

This evidence is of such 
weight that Sen. Russell, ac- 
cording In Epslein. “j-cpnrt- 
edly said that he would not 
sign a Report which con- 
cluded that both men were 
hit by the same bullcL Sen. 
(John Shermanl Cooper (R- 
Ky.) and Rep. (Hale) Boggs 
(D La ) tended to agree with 
Russell's position.” 
Accordingly, the Qimrais^ 
slon was forced to hedge us 
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ftmrmsrJn by saying tinal 
the evidence, while not cer- 
Uin, was “very persuasive 
. to indicate that the same 
bullet which pierced the 
Picsidenfs throat also 
caused Governor Connally s 
wounds.” 

(Congressman Boggs said 
any implication by Epslein 
that the Commission was 
divided on iU ultimate con- 
clusions is wrong. There 
were many discussions In- 
vohing many point-s of evi- 
dence, he said, but the find- 
in;;s ucn* xinaniirious. 

(Sens. Russell and Cooper 
were out of the city and 
could not be reached for 
comment.) 

The reasons for the Com- 
mission's uncertainly on this 
vital point are well docu- 
mented: 

(1) Gov. Connally. who 
was conscious when all 
three shots were fired, told 
the Commission he could 
not h.sve been wounded by 
the bullet that struck Mr. 
Kennedy in the neck; ”11 is 
not conceivable to me that 
H could has-e been hit by 
Vhe first bullet . . . Obviously. 
|at least the major wound 
that I took in the shoulder 
through the chest couldn't 
'have been anything but the 
^second shot” 

the three palho- 



a ulopsy op the i 

Commanifer James J- Hu * : 

and IX Col. Piene Fiiw^ 
an authority on gunshot 
wounds— testified that It 

was either “unlikely" or 
“impossible” that the wound 
in Pixsident Kennedy’! 
neck and the wounds Co*. 
Connally sustained were 
caused by the same bullet. 

‘ 131 The FRI’t princlpat _ 
ballistics expert. Roljcrt 
Frazier, told Ih* Coitiml** 
sion: ”I myself don't ha^ 
any evidence which would 
permit me to say one way 
or the other, in other word* 
which would support It (the 
theory that Mr. Kennedy 
and Mr. Connally were hit 
by *■ single shot) as far as 
my rendering an opinlnn as 
ap expert. 1 would ccrUinly 
say It *•»» possible hut I 
don't say H probably oc- 
curred • • • 

* (41 After reporting on 
) 1963, that the bullet that 
wounded Mr. Kennedy to 
the shoulder did not ***t 
ifrom his body, the FBI on 
Jan. 13. 1984. issued e sup- 
plemental report on we 
President's wounds which 

**“*Mcdteal examination ot 
the President's body had 
revealed that the bullet 
which entered his back baa 
penetrated to a distance of 
i less than a finger 

(SI On Dec. 18. lf>63. The 
Washington Post and ®ther 
newspapers reported on the 
basis of rumors troin Dal- 
las, lhat the first bullet to 
strike the President "was 
found deep in his shoulder. 
This report was conBun™ 
prior to publication by the 

The cumulative effect ot 
these various statements 



was to raise very consider-” 
side doubt aboul the ^io- 
cipal conclusion of the War- 
ren Commission: that “the 
shots which killed President 
Kennedy snd wounded Gov- 
ernor Connally were fired 
by I.ee Ilarxcy Oswald." 

They have no bearing on 
V Oswald's involvement huti 
I if true, they point iinmis- 
I takeably to the involvement 
1 of St least one other wsas- 
n sin. 

The commission handled 
this crucial problem, in ef- 
fect. by rendering a highly 
misleading verdirt: 

".Mthough It Is not ncees- 
'sary to any e.sscntial findings 

nS <1 to 



mine Jiv-l whic h shot h it 
bov! Connally, iHere Is very 
pci'suasix'e cx*idence from 
the experts to indicate Oiat 
the same bullet which 
pierced the President's 
throat al.so caused Gov. Con- 
nally'i wound a. However, 
Gov. Connally’s testimony 
and ccitain other facto™ 
have given rise to some dif- 
ference of opinion ss to this 
piohabilily but there is no 
question In the mind of any 
member of the Commission 
that nil the shots which 
caused the I’residcnfi and 
Gov. Connally’s wounds were 
fired from the sixth floor 
w indow of the Texas School 
Book Depository." 

Contrary to whal the Com- 
mission reported, It was not 
only “necessary" but abso- 
lutely essential to determine 
which shot hit the Governor. 

“To say that they were 
hit by separate bullet*.” 
Norman Rcdlich of We 
Commission staff told Ep- 
clein. “is synonymous wiW 
saying Wat there were two 
assassins.” 

SpcclcPltad BesponsIbilUy 
One of We reasons the 
Commission had difficulty 
with this problem was Wat 
while, on paper, 34 men, in- 
cluding the seven members 
of We Commission, were 
engaged in the investiga- 
tion. “the entire task av 
eertaining the basic fatU of 
the assassination fell upon 
one lawyer— Aricn Specter. 
Specter,” according to Ep- 
atein. "had the responsibit- 
Uy for determining We 
sources of We ahois, We 
number of assassins, ihc 
exac'. manner in which the 
President and Gox*. tonnal- 
ly were shot, and_ ttie se- 
quence of events — in short, 
sll the facU of We sssassina- 
tion.” 

Specter read moun!.nnous 
stacks of report.s an.l con- 
ducted the examination of 
key witnesses before the 
Commi.ssion. But Specter s 
Independent invoslig.vtinn. 
Epstein reports, consisted 
of nothing mnre ll'.vn inter- 
views with 28 doctors and 
other medical personnel at 
Parkland Hospital in Dallas, 
none of wtiom had any thor- 
ough knowledge of We PtP- 
sident's wounds. “With one 
minor exception.” sa.vs I-P- 
Stein, "these interviews com- 
prisi'd Specter's entire field 
InsTstigation of 'Wc basic 
facts of Wc ass.vssir.alion^ 



SporttTji^ inorco ycr.^yjiii 
' 1 n d e r constant pr«sur« 
rom the Commission — at 
I ere all members of Uie 
tiff— to complete his saork 
>y June 1, which was the ir- 
lilrary deadline chosen by 
he Commission. 

Jradline Extended 
The deadline was not met 
ind Chief Justice Warren, 
iccording to Epstein, "re- 
>ortedb' lost his temper and 
iemanded that tlloward) 
.Villens (the staff director) 

.'lose down the Investigation 
.mmediately." The deadline, 
in the end. was extended to 
July IS. then <o Auc. t, and 
ihen Into September, de- 
spite Epstein says, pressure 
fiom McGeorpe Bundy at 
the While House and mem- 
bers of the Commission to 
complete the report well in 
advance of the presidential 
election. 

Specter developed t h e ■ 
theory that a sinsle bullet ; 
must have wounded both Mr. i 
Kennedy and Mr. Connally 
and he filled the record wilh , 
testimony that supports his ' 
hypothesis- . | 

He never entirely con- 
vinced the Commission that I 
his theory was correct, in ! 
part because of the frequent | 
absence of Commissioners ; 
from the hcarin;;s. Nor did . 
he convince Epslein and . 
Weisbera. in part because 
his evidence was so scat- 
tered throuch the 26 vol- 
umns that it was hard to 
p iece toge ther. - 
’ -Thus, it was possible for 
a reader— or a member of 
the Warren Commission — to 
I find in the hearinps evidence 
I to support almost any con- 
clusion, even- contradictory, 
conclusions. Borne of the 
, contradictions are relatively 
simple lo resolve, however. 

I The first one involves the 
credibility of the EBI report 
of Dec. 9. wliil-h states that 
the hultot w^lfh struck Mr. 
Kennedy 's sq^lder did not 
leave his body. 

' This report, the FBI said 
last week, was based on the 
medical evidrnee at that 
^ime. But there is other evi- 
dence that it was based on . 
nothinc more than hcar.say. M 

[ The autopsy on the Presi- 
nent bc;:an at Bethrsda 
Naval Hospital at about 8 
o'clock the nlKht of Nov. 22. 

Wound Confused Doclors. 

, Two FBI apenls who were 
pre sent . o_v e r h e y r d . Dr. 
)lume.^, ni^ Vinck arnlDr! 

. r ' ' ii .i.ioiii ns ii w "i i piwV " 



J. T. I ell specula te abo ut 
the . »-i 'sid ent'a ''TTISuIner 
wound. I'lie doctors were 
ermfused by it because an 
incision made In the front 
of Ihc Presidenl'i throat in 
Dallas obscured the exit 
wound. 

Before the three doctors 
at Bcihesda had completed 
the autopsy and before they 
had liaved the path of the 
bullet fiuin Ihc President'a 
slioulder to his throat, the 
. Fni ohservors left the room 
and railed in a report that 
the bullet had not passed 
I throuch the |•re$idcnt's 
! I body. 

,.^lnc^edihly, this verbal re- | 
I I port hoeainc the basis of the 
I I erroneous slateoicnt that ap- ' 
I I pears in Ihc Dec. 9. five vol- 
* ^ ume summary submitted to 
! the Warren Commission. 

The official autopsy report 
which eoniradiels the FBI 
was in the hands of the Se- 
cret Service, not the Bureau, 
and may never have been 
supplied lo the FBI. 

In any ease, the basic er- 
ror was repeatrd in the Jan. 

113 report from the FBI 
which unacfounlabty .»c- 
khow'ledccs that there was ' 
an exit wound in the Prrsi- 
rcnl's throat. 

The second contradiction 
involves tlie eonfliclinfi 
modiral tcsliinony on the 
likelihood that one bullet 
wounded both Mr. Kennedy 
and Mr. Connally. 

The bullet which caused 
these wounds was found end 
was virtually intact. It | 
weichrd about 138 crains, as 

acainsl an orieinal weifihl of 
about 161 craina. 

Commander Humes and 
El. Col. Finck, the presi- 
I denlial autopxislx, doubted 
I that this bullet could have 
caused atl of Gov. Connal- 
ly'x wounds because they 
had read a medieat report 
from Dallas deseribinc the 
presence of fracments In 
his wrist wound. Thus, they 
thoupht the bullet must 
have been broken Into frac- 
I iiienis rather than emerpins 
ini act. 

Tliey were sin.vwarc that 
llir.se frasmenis weie min- 
isrule and that Connili.v'a 
prinrip.il surceon. Dr. Rob- 
ert Shaw, was eonvinred that 
the intact bullet did cause 
the wounds. The “frac- 
mcnls" it left in ihe Gover 
nor's body were thin ahav- 
ings, not much larser than 
dust particles. 

I Thf final problem— Go*. 
Connally's own rrrollecUon 
of hal, hanp cped-scxa not 

, J«:,jliuaHyS.se4-_„., 




But his_ surceon. pr. Shaw . 
Khd an explanation for that, 
too. It is not uncommon, be 
testified, for people to suf- 
fer a wound without know- 
inC it immediately. 

This would account for 
Mr. Connall.v’a belief that 
hr was not hit by the first 
bullet and this explanation 
is consistent wilh ihe 
Governor's failure to hear 
Ihe •‘xecond sliol" which be 
believed caused his wound 
and his recollection of the 
final shot which smashed the 
President's skull. 

The “sinaleshof theory 
developed by Specter and 
She Commission. In other 
u-ords. is not refuted by the 
apparent Inconsistencies in 
the record which Weisberc 
and Epstein recite. 

And so lone as that theory 
holds up, assumptions that 
there was a second, assassin 
loDai^ on Kny. 22 nan 

onIy’*6r~’2ssuinptioDSo _ 
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